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OBJECTIVES
• Compare and contrast types of stools using the Bristol 

Stool Chart

• Explain when to place resident on Contact Plus Precautions

• Explain what specimen container to use and how to store 

specimen prior to testing 

• Explain what symptoms require the RN to complete c-diff 

assessment note in CPRS

• Explain how to complete c-diff assessment note in CPRS

• Verbalize how to use the c-diff algorithm 

5/18/2023

C
-D

IF
F

 B
E

S
T

 P
R

A
C

T
IC

E
S

2



What is C-diff?

C-DIFF BEST PRACTICES

•Type of bacteria that 
causes inflammation and 
infection of the colon.
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BRISTOL 
STOOL 
CHART
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Contact Plus PPE

• First sign of GI symptoms 
(loose stool and 
vomiting)

• Place veteran on Contact 
Plus immediately

• Start washing hands with 
soap and water. No hand 
sanitizer. 

• Change wipes to clean 
room and equipment to 
blue top Bleach wipes. 
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Order Set for C-diff Specimen

6

Pending



1. You must have 3 

Type 7 stools within 24 

hours

2. New laxatives added 

in last 24 hours?

3. Initiation of tube 

feeds in 48 hours?

4. C-diff test sent in the 

last 7 days?
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RN C-DIFF ASSESSMENT NOTE
C-DIFF BEST PRACTICES
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1. Inform RN that veteran had 

Type 7 stool. 

2. RN performs focused GI 

assessment

3. RN completes RN C-diff 

Assessment Note. Tag 

provider and next charge RN. 

4. Repeat steps 1-3 for each 

Type 7 stool. 



• Must collect the 3rd Type 7 stool

• Specimen must be stored in the 
fridge in the laboratory.

• Deliver the specimen to laboratory 
at all hours of the day and night 
immediately.

• Saturday 11p- Sunday 7a no one is 
in the lab; the police will open 
laboratory door to allow you to 
place the specimen in the fridge for 
storage. 
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EDUCATION 
DATA

100% CLC STAFF EDUCATED
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72%

94%
96%

PRE-TEST POST-TEST 30 DAY POST-TEST

Average Scores of C-Diff Training Test 

for CLC Staff (195 staff) 



EDUCATION 
DATA

66% ACUTE CARE STAFF EDUCATED
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89%

97%

100%

PRE-TEST POST-TEST 30 DAY POST-TEST

Average Score of C-Diff Training Test 

for Acute Care (16 staff)



SIMULATED 
STOOL FOR 

TRAINING
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BADGE 
BUDDY
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Collaboration 
with EMS

• The MDRO’s discovery of moon 
beams no longer on units but 
locked in a closet in the EMS 
department

• Moon beams were deployed back 
onto designated units

• Close proximity will promote the 
likelihood of EMS’ use of the 
moon beam.

• EMS department was trained on 
the Butterfly precautions to 
ensure proper PPE was being 
used. 

• EMS Staff were given the 
butterfly PPE badge buddies to 
always wear to ensure consistent 
proper PPE usage. 
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CLC started 

out in the 

4th Quintile 

at 0.74%



We remained in 

the 4th Quintile at 

0.71%



We continued 

to be in the 

4th Quintile at 

0.67% but we 

were slowly 

making 

progress



With all our 

hard work we 

made it to the 

3rd Quintile at 

0.32%
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VISN 7 Summary of Clostridium Difficile Infection (CDI) Rates



3rd Quintile

CDI 6.02%
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